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The innovative design by Snøhetta and DIALOG 

reflects the evolving role of libraries as collaborative 

and inspiring community hubs. 

Special features include: 

• Performance Hall 

• TD Great Reading Room

• Children’s Library 

• Audio and video recording studios 

• 30+ bookable meeting rooms 

• Teen Centre 

• Moms’ Stairway

• Public art

The 240,000 square foot building and surrounding 

plaza is a $245-million construction project, with 

$175 million committed by the City of Calgary and 

$70 million from the Calgary Municipal Land 

Corporation (CMLC) made possible by its 

Community Revitalization Levy (CRL). 

DESIGN TEAM STATEMENT

As a transdisciplinary group of architects, landscape 

architects, interior architects, graphic designers, and 

engineers, the design team strove to bring an 

integrated approach to the new Central Library. 

Embracing the city’s diverse urban culture and 

unique climate, and shaped by many hands and 

many voices, the Library establishes a vibrant, 

welcoming, and accessible public space for the 

people of Calgary.



INSPIRATION

The design team found inspiration for the new 

Central Library in the landscape surrounding 

Calgary. The challenging site — bisected by a 

curving LRT line — was another driving force behind 

the Library’s unique design. The new Central Library 

emerges from the design team's explorations into  

the deep value and history of libraries.

Sky

The modular hexagonal forms of 

the facade reflect the surrounding 

city and sky above. Familiar forms 

emerge from this varied geometry, 

where parts of the pattern might 

resemble an open book, beehives, 

or interlocking houses, anchoring 

the idea of collectives and 

community.  

Lamp of Knowledge 

The curved form of the Library is 

also inspired by ancient oil lamps 

used for reading.

Geography

Calgary’s surrounding landscape — 

including   mountains, foothills, 

and the prairies — inspired the 

building’s design. 

Chinook Arch

The chinook arch cloud formation 

common to Calgary’s skies is 

mirrored in The Archway.



A FEAT OF ENGINEERING

Construction on the new Central Library began in 

May 2014 with a real feat of engineering: the 

encapsulation of the LRT line that bisects the 

Library site. This was the first time in Calgary’s 

history an active LRT line was encased to enable an 

above-grade development project.

By encasing 150 metres of LRT track with concrete 

foundations, walls, and 53 roof panels, a permanent 

foundation for the new Central Library was formed. 

After 40,000 labour hours, the LRT encapsulation 

project was finished in September 2015. Amazingly, 

99% of the project was completed with the CTrain 

line in full service.
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BUILDING FACTS

The building took 750 days to construct 

and was delivered in four phases:

    Phase 1 — building skeleton

    Phase 2 — building exterior or curtain wall

    Phase 3 — mechanical electrical services 

    Phase 4 — fit and finishing

Over 460 hexagonal panels form the building’s outer 

shell, giving new Central Library its iconic appeal. 

 

The longest truss is 53 metres long and weighs 

200 tonnes.

The new Central Library holds over 180 tonnes of 

books! That means that the floors were designed to 

manage that weight and stress of 7.2 kilopascals.

The new Central Library is Calgary’s most ambitious 

cultural project since the 1988 Olympic Games. 

Completed on time and on budget, the new Central 

Library opened November 1, 2018. 



ARCHITECTURE HIGHLIGHTS

Calgary Public Library o�ers architectural tours of the 
new Central Library. For a self-guided tour, head to these 
must-see features: 

The Archway 

The so�t of the building, framed 
with western red wood cedar 
sourced from British Columbia, 
doubles as a pedestrian 
thoroughfare. This passageway 
provides a new visual and 
pedestrian connection between 
East Village and downtown. 

About 170 wood panels, ranging 
in weight from 227 to 907 
kilograms, clad the entranceway. 

The Prow  

The Prow juts out over the 
mouth of the tunnel that 
encases the LRT line, reaching 
out toward the city and 7th 
Avenue SE. The top floor of 
the Prow — the peak — boasts 
the best views, as well as the 
Simmons-Harvie Community 
Living Room.



The Oculus  

This central skylight celebrates 
Calgary’s famously sunny 
skies and brings natural light 
into the building.

Curtain Wall

The unique glass panels that 
form the curtain wall come in 
one of five di�erent shapes. 
Fabricated by Calgary-based 
manufacturer Ferguson 
Corporation, they have a clear, 
glazed or fritted finish, and 
were strategically placed to 
prevent heat build-up inside. 

Two prototype panels were 
sent to a testing lab in Miami to 
see how they withstood water, 
heat, and other extreme 
conditions. It took eight 
months to fabricate the panels 
and six months to install them. 



calgarylibrary.ca
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